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haZe beeR e\TaRded XS iRclYde mSVe deXailW
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SWIM TEAM by Jaber Ramezani (Nowadays Theatre/Alma Matters
Productions). At the Theatre Centre (1115 Queen West). Runs to
November 17. $15-$25. 416-538-0988. See listing. Rating: NNN

A promising work at SummerWorks 2018, this remount of Jaber
Ramezaniȫs drama about the limitations on womenȫs freedom in post-
revolution Iran still packs a punch, but it could go further.b

Led by their coach, Roya (Banafsheh Taherian), three aspiring young
female athletes ȧ Lili (Aylin Oyan Salahshoor), Katy (Mahsa Ershadifar)
and Nary (Tina Bararian) ȧ practise swimming in a remote, arid section
of Iran. The twist? Thereȫs no pool in the area. Instead, Roya has
constructed a make-believe pool in a flat, in which the women can
work on their strokes, breathing techniques and build their team
spirit.b

In a program note by director Aida Keykhaii and assistant director
Sarah Marchand, weȫre told that sports in Iran became subject to
gender segregation aʒer the 1979 revolution. Money and facilities
were scarce, and the laws about women wearing hijabs meant they
couldnȫt easily compete against each other. Hence, many womenȫs
sports teams disbanded.

So thereȫs a disturbing allegorical undertow to this seemingly absurd
situation.b

But at 65 minutes, thereȫs room to expand the script. The young
athletes remain mere types ȧ Lili is anxious and nervous, Katy is more
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VecWiRQV. He VeeV aSSUR[iPaWel\ 280 liYe
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PRWheU RQce deVcUibed hiV jRb aV ×SeeiQg The LiRQ KiQg"

  

Related

of a folloZer and Nar\ is a pink-haired rebel. Wh\ do the\ Zant to

sZim? What are their home liYes like?

Taherianȫs Ro\a remains the most intrigXing character, a Zoman Zho

had achieYed some sXccess before bXt has had her freedom cXrtailed.

Her stor\ recoXnting a dream inYolYing Michael Phelps isnȫt fXll\

deYeloped, bXt the charismatic actor sXggests lots Zith her e[pressiYe

e\es and gritt\, Zorld-Zear\ Yoice.b

The prodXction, too, creates a haXnting eʌect, particXlarl\ Nanc\

Boakeȫs shimmering lighting that, Zith a little imagination, makes Xs

enYision the pool these Zomen oXght to be sZimming in.b
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